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1. Introduction 


Introduction 


India is a country affluent with its enormous and innumerable traditions of art and handicraft. Motibharat is one of 
those inimitable crafts which is originated in India somewhere in the middle of the nineteenth century and is predom- 
inantly practiced in the Jalor district of Rajasthan but its origin can be traced to the rural part of Gujarat as well. Stud- 
ies show that initially the craft was used by the cobblers and by the beginning of the twentieth century the women of 
the Kathi caste started practicing this art and started making household artifacts. The origin of the craft is absolutely 
unknown and there are not many studies and documentation that happened. The lack of study as well as the lack of 
knowledge of artisans is being an obstacle to tracing the legacy of the art ‘Moti Bharat’. 


Sita Ben is an extremely talented as well as energetic artisan who is still indulging in the craft ‘Motibharat’ day and 
night, she isn’t just restricted to creating artefacts, she also works hard for keeping the craft alive. She teaches any 
craft enthusiast who knocks on her door. She started making artifacts at the age of seventeen and now she is fif- 
ty-eight but the age couldn’t make her weak. Like any other artisan, she is having only one vision and mission that the 
craft should not die and she is working hard to sustain the craft. In her words, the craft should be alive even if she isn’t 
there on this earth. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


As the name suggests “Motibharat” the majorly consumed soul of the craft is ‘Moti’ which means beads. Tradi- 
tionally the artifacts are made on white background and designs and patterns were highlighted with coloured 
stones like red, yellow, green and blue. Earlier the beads made of stones were used and then glass beads were 
imported from Italy and other parts of Europe. Now the beads are sourced from Banaras and Faridabad. There 
are local vendors and dealers who source from these destinations and supply to artisans like Sitaben. Threads are 
having an inevitable role as raw material in the making of ‘Motibharat’. The threads are mostly nylon and cotton 
which are sourced locally from the local vendors. The tools involved in the making of Needles and trimmers as 
well as some plates. 
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Making Process 


The process of making Motibharat artifacts is unique in its style. The beading is not done on the surface of 

any fabric as well as there are no predesigned graphs to follow. The designs and patterns are always done with 
imagination and calculations. Most of the designs and patterns are traditional and have been passed from one 
generation to another one but at the same time, the artisan is having the freedom to do improvisation as well to 
develop new patterns and designs. The making of Motibharat artifacts always starts with a knot on the thread as 
well as making a locking with a bead to avoid the awkward projection of the knot. 


Indeed that to mention, Sitaben is absolutely an excellent teacher. The serenity and proficiency in the work show 
her passion and love for it. She started making this particular design by taking the thread in a required length 
and knotting its ends. Then she strung a bead and needled through the previously knotted end to make a lock- 
ing system and subsequently she stringed thirteen more beads. Once again she strung a set of four beads and 
needled them through the fourth bead of the previously made string in the reverse direction which resulted ina 
loop of seven beads. She repeated the action of stringing four beads and needling the thread through the fourth 
one in the previously made row in this manner she made five scallops in total. These strings of beads are called 
‘kadi’. She continued the process of making the scallops of four beads in the reverse direction as well. In the re- 
verse direction for the first loop, she took four beads and then needled through the middle bead of the previous 
scallop then she made a string of three beads. While making the next scallop she changed the color of the beads 
into a ‘red-orange-red’ sequence. In this manner, she created a beautiful piece of art by working row by row and 
this is how a closer rhomboid network is formed. In the olden days, the stones were made of marbles and stones 
and now the availability of such stones has become very rare; the present scenario is, the artifacts are made of 
acrylic and glass beads. 
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oe Designs and Motifs 
Moti Bharat 
Bead Crafts The craft was glorified by the hand women who used to make artifacts to decorate their houses. The design 
by inspirations were taken from their day to day life. Impressions of gods and goddesses were made but mostly Lord 
Sunny Kolekar Ganesha and Krishna are the main characters. The designs of animals like horses, elephants, birds, trees, and 
IDC, IIT Bombay flowers are made. The composition of Krishna sometimes includes milkmaids, animals and birds as. The designs 

are having very much graphical forms and shapes which resemble the designs of Patan patola and Tangaliya. 
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Products 


There is a huge range of products available. Traditionally the craft was used to make artifacts which are used in 
decorating houses like toran which is used for decorating the main entrance of the house. Wall hangings, small 
artifacts which are used for gifting as shagun ( token of gift that symbolizes luck), Fans, toys or decorative arti- 
fact in the shape of birds and animals, necklaces, pouches etc. 


Design innovation and involvement of many designers have helped the artisan to develop many new and con- 
temporary products as well. Which includes fashion accessories, brooches, necklaces, etc. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation and content was done by Sunny Kolekar at IDC, IIT Bombay. 
You can get in touch with him at sunnykolekar[at]gmail.com 
You can write to the following address regarding suggestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 
Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 
Industrial Design Centre 
IIT Bombay 

Powai 

Mumbai 4000 076 

India 


Phone: +091-22-25767820/ 7801/ 7802 
Fax: +091-22-25 767803 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


